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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 



1. An image input apparatus comprising; 
conversion means for converting an image signal into 
digital informations- 
encryption means for endrypting the digital information 
by using an encryption key; and 

erasing means for erasing said encryption key after the 
digital information has been encrypted. 



2 . An image input apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said encryption means lencrypts the digital 
information which has undergone a high-efficiency coding 
operation. 



3 . An image input apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising image pick-ilp means for optically picking 
up an image of a subject and fqr generating an image signal 
from the picked-up image. 



4. An image input apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising means for inputting said encryption key 
from an external source. 

5 . An image input apparatds according to claim 1 , 
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further comprising means for generating said encryption key 
within said image input apparatus . 

6 . An image input apparatius according to claim 1 , 
wherein said encryption key comprises an encryption key 
based on a common key cryptosysjtem. 

7* An image input apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said encryption key comprises an encryption key 
based on a public key cryptosystem, 

8 . An image input apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising means for inputting from an external 
source another encryption key fcbr encrypting said encryption 
key. I 

9. An image input apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein said encryption key comprises an encryption key 
based on a common key crypt osystjem, and said other 
encryption key comprises an encrlyption key based on a public 
key cryptosystem. I 



10. An image input method comprising the steps of: 
converting an image signal n_nto digital information; 
encrypting the digital information by using an 
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encryption key; and 

erasing said encryption key after the digital 
information has been encrypted. 



11. An image input 
wherein the digital 
efficiency coding operat 



rpethod according to claim 10, 

which has undergone a high- 
is encrypted . 



inf oiniation 



ion 



12. An image input 
wherein the image signal 
up image of as ub j ec t is 
information . 

13. An image input 
wherein said encryption 
based on one of a common 
cryptosys tem • 



nethod according to claim 10, 
generated from an optically picked 
converted into the digital 



nethod according to claim 10, 
k€iy comprises an encryption key 
>ey cryptosys tem and a public key 



14. An encryption pr|< 
computer- readable medium, 

a step of converting 
information ; 

a step of encrypting 
an encryption key; and 

a step of erasing said encryption key after the digital 



ocessing program stored in a 
comprising: 

an image signal into digital 
the digital information by using 




information has been 
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incrypted. 
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\5 , An image input apparatus comprising: 
conversion means for converting an image signal into 
digital\inf oormation ; 

mean>s for inputting an encryption key from an external 
source; 

encryption means for encrypting the digital information 
by using saids^ encryption key. 

16. An ima'^e input methfod comprising^ the steps of: 
converting ai\ image sigpalyinW...^d!igital information; 
inputting an encryption key from an external source; 

and 

encrypting the 
encryption key. 



yital information by using said 



17. A recording mediWi attachable to and detachable 
from an image processing apparatus for encrypting a digital 
image signal, said recording inedium comprising: 

means for supplying to saM image processing apparatus 
an encryption key required for encrypting the digital image 
signal; and 

means for recording a decrypti^jn key corresponding to 
said encryption key. 



J 




comprising : 



for encrypting the digital 
encryption key disposed 



18. An image input apparati 

conversion means for convert^-ng an image signal into 
digital information ; 

information encryption means 
information by using an internal 
within said image input apparatus; 

means for inputting from an external source an external 
encryption key for encrypting said 
and 

key encryption means for enc:typting said internal 
encryption key by using said external encryption key. 



19. An image input apparatus; 
wherein said internal encryption 
key based on a common key cryptos 
encryption key comprises an encry|)t 
key cryptosystem. 



20. An image input method comprising the steps of: 

converting an image signal into digital information; 

encrypting the digital infonration by using an internal 
encryption key disposed within saad image input apparatus; 

obtaining from an external source an external 
encryption key for encrypting saic internal encryption key; 



internal encryption key; 



according to claim 18, 
cey comprises an encryption 
^stem, and said external 
ion key based on a public 
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and 

encrypting said internal 
external encryption key. 



encryption key by using said 



A recording medixam attachable to and detachable 
from an linage processing apparatu^^Tbar encrypting a digital 
image signal 1>5f using a first eiacrym^ion key, and for 
encrypting said f^>a;;st encryption keA by iising a second 
encryption key, said j?^cording medium comprising: 

means for supplying sal^^ second encryption key to said 
image processing apparatus; and^ 

means for recording a decrypt iolv^key corresponding to 
said first encryption key. 

22. An encryption processiilg program stored in a 
computer-readable medium, comprising: 

a step of converting an ima<je signal into digital 
information ; 

a step of encrypting the di/gital information by using 
an internal encryption key disp^ 
apparatus ; 

a step of obtaining from ah external source an external 
encryption key for encrypting i^aid internal encryption key; 
and 

a step of encirypting said I internal encryption key by 



sed within said image input 
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using said external encjiYPtion key. 



